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PURPOSE 
➤ Analysis the lack of female 
representation in animated 
films
➤ These films are watched by 
boys and girls and should 
show an adequate amount 
of male and female 
representation. 
WHY STUDY ANIMATED 
FILMS
➤ Animated films are typically 
viewed by children all over the 
world. 
➤ 7.5 hours a day in media 
(Kaiser Family Foundation, 
2010) 
➤ Kids that spend more time 
in media have lower grades
PREVIOUS RESEARCH 
➤ Children’s Films 
➤ 70.1% characters Male, 
29.9% female (Smith, et. 
All, 2012) 
PAST STUDIES
➤ Children’s picture books have 
61% of the characters as male 
and 39% as female (Davis and 
McDaniel, 1999)
➤ Males outnumbered females 
4:1 in articles and pictures 
(Esscholz, et al. 2002) 
➤ Male lead characters 65%; 
females 35% (Esscholz, et al. 
2002) 
METHODS 
➤ Top grossing 150 animated 
films from 1980-2018
➤ Coded For 
➤ Main Gang 
➤ Unrealistic Body Image
➤ Bechdel Test 
➤ Gender of Lead 
characters
➤ Romantic link of 
characters
OVERVIEW OF ANIMATED 
FILMS
➤ Film Rating 
➤ G: 32.7% 
➤ PG: 65.3% 
➤ PG-13: 2%
➤ Excluded R rated films 
HYPOTHESIS 1
➤ Female lead characters are 
more likely to pass the 
Bechdel test. 
➤ Chi Square test was run
➤ Confirmed; 95.2% of 
females passed, 35.2% of 
males passed
HYPOTHESIS 2
➤ There are more male speaking 
roles than female speaking roles. 
➤ Paired sample t-test
➤ Confirmed; significance level 
p<.000 
➤ Males had 74% of speaking roles, 
while females only had 26%
HYPOTHESIS 3
➤ It is more likely for a female to 
have a romantic link with the male 
character if they are in the main 
gang. 
➤ Paired sample t-test
➤ Confirmed; 53.8% of females had 
romantic link, males had 31.8% 
HYPOTHESIS 4
➤ Female characters are more 
likely to have an unrealistic 
body image than male 
characters. 
➤ Paired sample t-test
➤ Confirmed; Significance level 
p<.007, Females 6.8% had 
unrealistic shape, 4.2% of 
males
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HYPOTHESIS 5 
➤ Males are more likely to have 
lead roles than females. 
➤ Independent T-Test (p < 
.001)
➤ 86% Male 12% Female 2% 
Mixed gender
CONCLUSION
➤ Females are 
underrepresented all across 
the board in animated films
➤ Research has shown that 
animated films influence 
children
➤ Important to understand how 
underrepresentation affects 
children
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